Be involved with innovative and
dynamic marine research relevant
to the conservation of Southern
Africa’s marine life.
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Bookings / Enquiries
Valerie Luppino (Program Coordinator)
(+27) 72 823 9559
wsavolunteer@whitesharkafrica.com
www.wsaecoprogram.co.za

Introduction
The White Shark Africa - Shark Program
is a shark conservation volunteer project
operating in the beautiful coastal town
of Mossel Bay, South Africa.
Mossel Bay is situated on the scenic
Garden Route in the Western Cape. It
is well know for having a one of the
highest White Shark concentrations
along the South African coastline and in
the world.

What we offer as a program is a hands
on approach to working not only with
Great White Sharks, but also the many
other species of sharks and rays
found in the area. Because most of our
activities are ocean based we are able
to provide the unique opportunity to
develop seamanship skills required by
people wanting to work in a marine
environment. The Ultimate Goals of
the program are education, public
awareness, and the advancement of
marine science.

Who is

White Shark Africa?
White Shark Africa is a world leading shark cage diving, filming
and conservation company. We are the ONLY cage diving permit
holder in the Mossel Bay area making it the best place to view
White Sharks with the least amount of human interaction.
Being a responsible eco-tourism operator, we follow strict
guidelines on shark handling.
White Shark Africa is aware that the need for shark
conservation is critical and has addressed that need with the
introduction of the White Shark Africa - Shark Program in 2009.
Since then the program has grown, become very popular and
has had participants from all over the world.
The company is co-owned by Craig Ferreira and Christo Kruger.
Craig, is one of the worlds leading authorities on Great White
Sharks. He has conducted many research world firsts, has
appeared in numerous documentaries, published two books
on the Great White Shark and speaks on the species around
the world. Craig along with his father Theo, pioneered most
of the early research work on White Sharks in South Africa.
Through this important work, Theo together with scientist
Leonard Campagno, were the driving force behind South
Africa becoming the first country in the world to secure full
protection status for the Great White Shark in 1991.
Christo is a top shark handler, an avid marine conservationist
and a very experienced skipper. He has been involved in Marine
eco-tourism 1990 and is extremely passionate about the
sharks. We have realized that our company and our vessels are
able to provide a unique platform that can be used to advance
marine conservation and research.

The Program
Each program is conducted over a
period of 27 days, starting from the 1st
of each month. The program runs from
Mondays to Fridays with the weekends
off, leaving you some time to relax and
explore. If, like most participants, you
feel that one month isn’t enough time,
we do also accept bookings of two to six
months as well.
The program is open to anyone with
a real interest in sharks and to those
who wish to be involved in something
rewarding, educational, exciting and
overall enjoyable. Anyone studying
biology, marine biology, zoology,
oceanography, marine tourism, animal
husbandry, marine filming etc. will find
the program particularly beneficial
towards their goals.
We also cater for and welcome
passionate conservationists who
would like to help remove the bad
stigma attached to White Sharks due to
negative media. Since we run daily shark
cage diving trips we feel it is important

to engage the clients in a positive
way that helps them to better
understand these animals.
The program schedule is structured
and we try to adhere to it as far
as the weather and sea conditions
allow. Participants will occasionally
be directly involved with crew
duties on the boat and be expected
to chat to clients regarding White
Shark conservation.
With a bit of training and some
practice, they should also be able to
provide safety briefings before trips.
Don’t worry if these are not your
strong points, as duties will rotate
until you find those that you are
comfortable with.
The minimum age to participate
is 18 years. During your program you
will be entering the domain of the
greatest predator in the oceans –
the Great White Shark.

Data Collection

Environmental

Conservation
An important aspect of the program
is to involve participants in ecological
work. As we use fuel to run the
boats for the cage diving and tagging
project, it is essential to take steps
to stamp out our carbon footprint.
We run a beach cleanup project,
helping to preserve and maintain
the coastline of Mossel Bay which,
in turn, will aid the protection of the
marine eco-system.

GREAT WHITE SHARK POPULATION DYNAMICS DATA COLLECTION

Here you will spend time on “First Strike”, our 40 ft Amphicraft, specifically
designed for the purpose of surface viewing and cage diving. On these days you
not only get to view the sharks, but you record data on specific aspects such as
sex, size, markings, environmental conditions, sightings and most importantly,
behavior. You also get the chance to film and photograph the animals from
above and below the water on a regular basis and capture photographs for
identification by taking pictures of the prominent features.
You will learn more about the history of White Shark research in South Africa.
You will most probably get to see some tagged sharks around our boat and gain
more insight into the controversial issue of tagging White Sharks.
On these trips we also focus on the social hierarchy that exists between
White Sharks. Behavior around the bait and cage is very important to us because
these observations help us gauge the effect that the cage diving industry has on
these animals Because we share these trips with our daily clients its the ideal
time to promote conservation.

Our volunteers also take part in science
festivals, lectures and puppet shows
in the surrounding towns to educate
children on sharks and their importance
in our ecosystem as well as the dangers
of plastic consumption. We also work
with local business owners helping
them to find more sustainable ways
of operating. A large portion of our
education is a combined effort working
with local shark conservation group
Keep Fin Alive with the main goal to
reach as many people as we can about
their footprint on this Earth and how
best to be a global citizen.

Shark Tagging
TAGGING AND SAMPLING

This part of the program is partnership with the Oceanographic
Research Institute who are the tagging authorities here in
Southern Africa. We use traditional tagging methods to keep track
of population growth and movement. This data is supplemented
with genetic samples and is used to DNA barcode the different
species of shark we encounter. During our summer months,
we take part in a Smooth Hammerhead Shark data and sample
collection, which is used to assess the ecological significance
of the shark within the bay. Our bay boasts over 20 different
elasmobranch species, and it is important to assess the health of
these species as they are ecologically important to the health of
our ocean. The tags we currently use rely on a marked recapture
system, making the need to spend more time on the water that
much greater.
This is real hands on work and will give you the opportunity to
work in extremely close contact with these other shark species.
With the over fishing of sharks, this work is of great importance
and it’s fun.
Participants are taught to capture and tag sharks in a way that is
as safe and stress free for the shark as possible.
Note: We DO NOT catch, tag or sample Great White Sharks.

Typical Week

Accommodation

AN EXAMPLE WEEK ON THE PROGRAM
DAY 1) Arrive in Mossel Bay. Induction to the Program.
DAY 2) White Shark Boat - Safety briefing, surface viewing
and cage dive including crew duties
DAY 3) Morning: Early morning shark breaching trip, lunch
environmental snorkel/dive
Afternoon: Environmental snorkel/dive.
DAY 4) Morning: White Shark Boat - surface viewing and
cage dive, including data collection.
Afternoon: beach cleanup.
DAY 5) Shark Tagging Trip: Tagging presentation, Tagging,
Seamanship skills
Please note that we try our best to offer at least one ocean
activity daily but occasionally weather or other unforeseen
circumstances make impossible and for that day participants
will need to find other entertainment.
Throughout your program you will stay in self catering
dormitory style accommodation in central Mossel Bay,
within easy walking distance to most shops, restaurants
and the harbor. Each of the rooms in the house has
two sets of double bunks and the rooms are always
divided according to gender. There is free Wi-Fi available
which make keeping in touch with loved ones easy. The
accommodation is directly opposite the Ports security
office making it one of the safest areas in Mossel Bay.
There is an affordable laundry service just two doors
down for clothing and all bedding is provided.

Time Off
Although people come here as
participants in our program, we
understand that they are also here
as tourists and for most it is the
first time visiting the country. In
your off time and on bad weather
days you will have the opportunity
to do excursions to some other
locations of interest. As Mossel
Bay is part of the Garden Route, it
is ideally located for sightseeing.
Transport will be provided for
excursions within the local area,
excluding weekends.

TOURISM

You will have the opportunity to do
excursions to some other locations
of interest. As Mossel Bay is part
of the Garden Route, it is ideally
located for sightseeing.

SCUBA DIVING

During the program, participant
get the chance to do partake in
scuba dives to view some of the
beautiful reefs and to also dive
with other shark species in and
around the area. You may also
get the opportunity to complete
a specialist shark dive certificate
for those interested.
The diving is only open to qualified
divers and all costs are at the
diver’s expense. Non-divers will
have an opportunity to snorkel,
subject to conditions, or may
complete an Open Water.
Diving course while on the
program. IMPORTANT NOTE:
Diving is subject to weather
conditions and visibility. There are
a whole range of other activities
and excursions available. Once
you have booked onto the
program feel free to inquire about
other possibilities.

Expenses

Summary & Contacts

PRICES ARE PER PERSON FOR A 27 DAY PROGRAM (2018 PRICE ONLY).
(Prices are subject to change. For accurate conversion please use XE
Conversion per currency)
Internship: OCT—APR R24,000 ($1,650/€1450) | MAY—SEP R26,000 ($1,800/€1550)
Food Budget: R200 Average per day ($14/€16 )
Gifts and souvenirs: R2,000 ($142/€123)
Includes: accommodation (program dates only), cage dive equipment and lunch
after the shark boat trips, transport to and from George airport (1st & 27th of the
month ONLY), and transport for some excursions.
Excludes: flights, meals, extra activities, dive courses.

This program is ideal for anyone interested in sharks, eco-tourism, marine
conservation, underwater photography or biology. It is designed to provide
participants with a broad spectrum of experiences based around working with
Great White Sharks. For a participant’s CV, or for university points, the program
is ideal and we will be happy to supply a letter of recommendation at the end
of the program. We will also supply a certificate to state that you completed
the program successfully.

EXCURSIONS

Below is a list of excursions that interns can sign up for on their days off: These
Prices are separate to internship costs.
Durban-Shark Scuba Diving Adventure:
Schotia Safari, Two day bush camp safari experience:

R6,000 ($425/ €365)
R4,500 ($320/ €275)

Cape Town, Exploring the city of Cape Town:

R2,500 ($175/ €153)

Blue Shark/Mako Scuba Dive, This is an added
SCUBA adventure for the Cape Town Experience:

R2,750 ($195/ €168)

Elephant Encounter, Walk and interact with elephants:

R700 ($50/ €43)

Bungee Jumping, Once the Guinness Book
of World Records Highest Bungee Jump:

R950 ($67 /€58)

Birds of Eden, Monkey Land & Jukani Wildlife Sanctuary:
Wine Tasting:
Oudtshoorn Caves:
Oudtshoorn Wildlife Ranch:
Surf Lessons:
NAUI/PADI Diving Course:

R250 ($18/ €16)
R150 ($10.50/ €9)
R200 ($14/ €12)
R200 ($14/ €12)
R250 for the day ($18/ €16)
R4,800 ($340/ €293)

Valerie Luppino (Program Coordinator)
(+27) 72 823 9559
wsavolunteer@whitesharkafrica.com
www.wsaecoprogram.co.za
Hi everyone, I’m Val, originally from Buffalo, New York.
I have been the Internship Coordinator for the WSAEco Program for a year and a half. Please email me
if you have any questions regarding this internship,
or feel free to find me on Facebook or give me a call
anytime - let’s chat about this amazing program. For
the accepted interns, I can’t wait to meet you and
introduce you to my sharky friends!

Elton Polly (Captain)
(+27) 79 1976835
Sharkwarrior@whitesharkafrica.com
www.wsaecoprogram.co.za
Hi guys, my name is Elton, from Durban South Africa.
I have been working for White Shark Africa for 6 years.
I am currently the Skipper for the cage diving boat. If
you have any questions please call or email anytime.

Packing Guide
As we are located in the South Eastern Cape and on
the Indian Ocean the climate is quite warm and the
seas usually average around 20 degrees Celsius,
however, most days are spent on the water and can
occasionally get quite chilly due to offshore breezes
so it is advisable to bring some warmer clothes.
During winter (May to September) it can be a bit
chillier and you will need warmer clothing for both
on and off the boat. Mostly you will require t-shirts,
shorts, flip-flops or sandals when on the boat, but
make sure you don’t mind getting them dirty and
that you have a decent windbreaker. A sun hat,
sunglasses, and sunscreen are a must all year round,
but especially in the summer months.
Use this printer-friendly checklist to make sure you
don’t forget anything!

THE BORING BITS
Travel Insurance (To cover diving if applicable)
Tell your bank you’re going on holiday
Make sure your passport is in date
Check your vaccinations are up to date

THE BASICS

FOR DIVERS

Lightweight Clothing that can be layered

Scuba Certificate Card

Long-Sleeved Shirts

Mask and Snorkel

Sweaters or Fleece Jacket

Fins and Booties

T-shirts and Tank Tops

Wetsuit

Pants and Shorts

Regulator with Gauge

Belt

Watch/ Bottom Timer

Socks – Wool Socks are Best for Hiking

Dive Computer

Comfortable Walking Shoes

Log Book

Rain Jacket, Windbreaker
Pajamas/Sleepwear
Underwear

DOCUMENTATION
Passport

Sunglasses

Drivers License

Hat or Sun Visor

Acceptance Letter

Scarf or Bandanna

Proof of Payment

Swimsuit or Swim Trunks

School Forms

Cell Phone and Charger

(If Necessary)

Travel Pillow, Eye Mask and Ear Plugs

Health Insurance Card

Electric Converters and Adapters

Bank Cards

Camera

Local Currency

Suncream

Plane tickets

First aid basics
Flip-flops

